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A newsletter for parents/carers
covering all things SEND in

Swindon

Welcome

Welcome to the March 2022 edition of our parent carer monthly newsletters,
which has been developed following a request from families. This newsletter is
not be a replacement for or a repeat of the weekly SEND News Splash.

This month's SEND Families News Splash includes:

A profile of our SEND Inclusion and Training Off icer

Signalong resources as it turns 30 this year!

Information on how to support Autism Acceptance Week 2022
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If  you would like to see the back editions of the SEND Families News Splash you
can visit the SEND Families News Splash page on the Local Offer.

Meet the SEND Service

Rachel Mann,
SEND Inclusion

and Training
Officer, SEND

Service

My name is Rachel Mann and I am the SEND Inclusion and Training Off icer in the
SEND Service.

I joined Swindon Borough Council in June 2020, in the middle of the f irst Covid
lockdown. I previously worked for another local authority for over 13 years, being
involved in Early Years Education, supporting Early Years organisations to meet
Ofsted’s requirements, management training for voluntary organisations,
internal evidencing and auditing of government funded projects, and children’s
commissioning. I am able to bring this broad base of experience to my role in
Swindon.

I head up a small, friendly team under the umbrella of “workforce development
and local offer” within the SEND Operations Team of the SEND Service.

I am passionate about life-long learning, and being able to continue to learn
and apply new skills at any age, having been a very ‘mature’ student to higher
education myself . I carry this through into my role of Inclusion and Training
Officer, in ensuring that we are offering appropriate training to practitioners
and professionals to ensure that they are supporting children, young people
and families to gain the best outcomes.

Outside of work, I am often found pottering in my garden, or growing seedlings
in my greenhouse. I f ind it a ‘grounding’ inf luence away from the stresses of
work life, and well away from mobile phones! In the more inclement weather
and darker winter evenings, I do like to watch a good mystery on TV, with
Agatha Christie being up there as favourites, to the extent that my family
nickname is ‘Miss Marple’.

You can get to know more members of the SEND Service and view their 'All
About Me' profiles, on the Meet the SEND Service page.
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Signalong: Turning 30 means FREEBIES
for all!

Signalong turns 30 years young next month and to celebrate, they are offering
more FREE services than ever before!

From Monday 4th April, they will be going live each day across their social
media channels to deliver FREE workshops. 

Absolutely anyone can join as long as they are following the Singalong channels
below. It is completely free. 

Even better than that, if  you miss a live event, Signalong will be adding
recordings of the events to their social media pages throughout April so you
won't miss anything and they will be available forever!

To access this free offer please follow the below accounts and you will be able
to view the live events or catch up with any you have missed.

Signalong Instagram - Mondays at 10am

Signalong Facebook - Tuesdays at 11am

Signalong YouTube - Wednesdays at 2:30pm

On Fridays, all videos will be shared across on YouTube to watch again as many
times as you like!

Don't forget to check out Signalong's social media pages for more offers and
celebrations in April and lots more!

World Autism Acceptance Week 28th
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March - 3rd April 2022

Autism Acceptance Week is an annual event that is planned around Autism
Acceptance Day on the 2nd of April. In the UK in 2022, Autism Acceptance
Week runs from 28th March - 3rd April. April is also Autism Acceptance Month.

The theme this year is autism acceptance. The aim of the week is not only to
educate people about Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC), but to ensure that
autistic young people are being accepted in society by focusing on autism
acceptance.

Autism is a lifelong developmental condition, which affects how people
communicate and relate to the world around them.

According to the NHS website people with autism may:

f ind it hard to communicate and interact with other people

find it hard to understand how other people think or feel
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f ind things like bright lights or loud noises overwhelming, stressful or
uncomfortable

get anxious or upset about unfamiliar situations and social events

take longer to understand information

do or think the same things over and over

Autistic people have a unique perspective on the world that we should
champion. Greater acceptance of autistic people by society would reduce
some of the challenges they face.

For more information on autism and ADHD please see the resources below:

Swindon Local Offer - Resources from those with lived experienced of autism

Swindon Local Offer - Autism: National advice resources

as well as support for adults

Swindon Local Offer - Autism: Support for Adults

Swindon Local Offer - ADHD: Advice for adults

Swindon Local Offer - DASH discovering Autistic Spectrum

Helpful links

The Local Offer

Meet the SEND Service

If  you would like to give feedback on the Local Offer please click here

Swindon Borough Council
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