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A newsletter for parents/carers
covering all things SEND in

Swindon

Welcome

Welcome to the February 2022 edition of our parent carer monthly newsletters,
which has been developed following a request from families. This newsletter will
not be a replacement for or a repeat of the weekly SEND News Splash.

In this month's SEND Families News Splash we will:

Meet our Quality Assurance Senior Off icer

Update you on Primary Phase Transfers for September 2022

Look at how we can all aim to move towards using positive language
around Deafness / Hard of Hearing and what support is available in
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Swindon

Meet the SEND Service

Hannah Geddert,
Quality

Assurance Senior
Officer, SEND

Service

My name is Hannah Geddert and I am the Quality Assurance Senior Off icer in
the SEND Service.

I joined Swindon Borough Council’s, then SENAT team, back in October 2018 as
a SEN Amendment Off icer. I then moved to the post of Policy and Performance
Officer in March 2020 and Quality Assurance Senior Off icer in October 2021.
Prior to working at Swindon Borough Council I spent 7 years working at a local
further education provider in the Additional Support Team; primarily working as
a student mentor for young people with a diagnosis on the autistic spectrum.

In my role as Quality Assurance Senior Off icer, I head up a small, friendly team
under the umbrella ‘Quality Assurance & Finance’ – our team’s focus is quality
assurance, f inance, policy and performance.

SEND is my absolute passion; this is as a result of my own personal experiences.
I strongly believe in ensuring the right support is given at the right time. I believe
all children and young people should have the opportunity to reach their full
potential, have equal access to the same opportunities as their peers and
ensure that mechanisms and systems, which are in place to achieve this, are
reviewed.

I am excited to continue to play a pivotal role in Swindon’s SEND improvement
journey. The work I undertake will continue to drive forward the highest quality
service across SEND. I thoroughly enjoy my role and particularly enjoy the
networking, collaboration and co-production opportunities as well as the
variety of projects I get to undertake.

Outside of SEND, you’ll most likely f ind me in the gym or snuggled up on the
sofa in front of some ‘trashy’ TV with a coffee in hand and a cat nearby.

You can get to know more members of the SEND Service and view their 'All
About Me' profiles, on the Meet the SEND Service page.

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/what-is-the-local-offer-landing-and-content-pages/meet-the-send-service/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25


Primary Phase Transfers September
2022

There is a legal requirement for the Local Authority to amend Education, Health
& Care Plans (EHCPs) for all children and young people transferring phases of
education from Early Years to Infant/Primary and Infant to Junior (where

appropriate), Junior/Primary to Secondary by 15th February in the year of
transfer.

This requirement is to ensure that there is a smooth effective transition for this
cohort. It is to also ensure that if  parents/carers wish to challenge the LA
decision they are able to do so in a timely manner, which ensures that any
disputes are resolved prior to the start of the new academic year.

This year’s deadline has now past and I am delighted to say that the team
have completed 100% of the reviews that fell into this category. This is an
amazing achievement by all concerned, including our Schools and of course
our families. Whilst we know that 72% of our families have had their parental
preference named, we also know that there are 27% of families who will be
disappointed that their preferences were not named for various reasons. These
reasons could include that the preference did not feel the placement was
appropriate or could not meet need. However, the majority of these
children/young people have been allocated a suitable provision with just four
families receiving their EHCPs with a type of provision being named. We will
continue to work with these four families in the coming weeks to agree
provisions.

 The table below provides an overview of the plans that required amendment:



Last month statistics

Year
Groups

Number 
  

Parental Pref erence
Non-
Parental
Pref erence

Transition
from
Nursery
(private or
school) to
Reception
(-1 – R)

        15 11 (73%) 4

Transition
from
Infants to
Junior
school (Yr
2-3)

12 8 (66%) 4

Transition
from end
of Junior or
Primary to
Secondary
school (Yr
6-7)

171 125 (70%) 46

Total 198 144 (72%) 57 (27%)

Moving towards using positive
language around Deafness / Hard of
Hearing and what support is
available in Swindon



In Swindon we are always working to be inclusive and to better support our
families. Specif ically in relation to our d/Deaf community. The aim is to ensure
that Deaf children and young people have appropriate access to educational
opportunities so that they can achieve their potential, irrespective of their
hearing loss or preferred communication mode.

Recently, the BATOD (British Association of Teachers of the Deaf) and the
d/Deaf Teachers of the Deaf group have written a document Moving
towards using positive language around Deaf ness / Hard of  Hearing. This
document has been written so that BATOD members can approach their Local
Authorities or local settings where the terminology ‘hearing impaired’ (HI) is still
used. The document calls for a change in terminology so that we move away
from terms that are considered outdated or offensive, and that stem from a
medical perspective of deafness. Instead of ‘hearing impaired’, the wish is for
the following terminology to be used: deaf or hard of hearing.

Our Hearing Support Team in Swindon use the term deaf as in ‘Teacher of the
Deaf’ (their mandatory qualif ication), and the Hearing Support Team have
requested that terminology on any publicity from SEND be changed to ensure
that we use ‘Teacher of the Deaf’. We are happy that the term ‘Hearing
Support Team’ still represents a positive and accurate portrayal of the team’s
work for deaf children (with all degrees of deafness) and their families. Our
qualif ied Advisory Teachers of the Deaf provide information, advice and
support for Deaf children and young people, their families, educational settings
and other professionals. For more information, you can visit their page on the
Local Offer Swindon Local Offer - Hearing Support Team.

Another organisation who can offer support is Swindon Deaf Children’s Society
– a group of volunteers offering support to deaf children and their families in
the Swindon & North Wiltshire area, with information, advice and fun events. For
more information you can visit our Swindon Local Offer page Swindon Local
Offer - Swindon Deaf Children's Society.

https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/36448/dtod-batod-publication-moving-towards-using-positive-language-around-deafness-hard-of-hearing-nov-2021-5.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/directory/providerdetails/218033?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/directory/providerdetails/217849?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
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If  you’d like to read more about British Association of Teachers of the Deaf and
the d/Deaf Teachers of the Deaf groups – including the reasons for calling for
removal of the HI label, what terminology to use, and who to contact for more
advice – this can be found at BATOD & d/DToD - Moving towards using positive
language around Deafness / Hard of Hearing - BATOD.

We have a number of d/Deaf families in Swindon, and communication is
typically reliant upon our Teachers of the Deaf or interpreting services to
facilitate this. The SEND Service currently have a small number of colleagues
who have expressed an interest in learning BSL – it is great that we have such
an interest within the team to learn a new language and we wish them all the
best in their journey! 

Helpful links

The Local Offer

Meet the SEND Service

If  you would like to give feedback on the Local Offer please click here

Swindon Borough Council

https://en-gb.facebook.com/SwindonBoroughCouncil/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
https://twitter.com/swindoncouncil?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
https://www.instagram.com/swindonboroughcouncil/?hl=en&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=families_send_news_splash&utm_term=2022-02-25
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