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A newsletter for parents/carers
covering all things SEND in

Swindon

Welcome

Welcome to the f irst 2022 edition of our parent carer monthly newsletters,
which has been developed following a request from families. This newsletter will
not be a replacement for or a repeat of the weekly SEND News Splash.

In this month's SEND Families News Splash we will:

Meet a Statutory Service Team Leader 

Celebrate World Braille Day 2022

Provide the recent updates on the Local Offer
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Meet the SEND Service

Ben Stone,
Assessment

Team Leader,
Statutory SEND

Service

I’m Ben Stone, a Team Leader in the Statutory Services Team at Swindon
Borough Council. I have now been at Swindon for 6 months having previously
worked at South Gloucestershire Council for over half  a decade. Special
Educational Needs and Disability is an area particularly close to me and one
that I am passionate about, having experienced in my own life the successes
and struggles of having a close family member with profound and multiple
learning diff iculties which had a huge impact on me and all those around me.
From a young age I knew that I wanted to work within SEND where I have the
opportunity to make a meaningful difference to the lives of others who have
similar experiences. Prior to working within Local Authorities I have worked for
the NHS in both Re-ablement and Brain Injury Rehabilitation, and also I have 3
years experience working as a Teaching Assistant in a special school for
children with Autism.

In my role here at Swindon Borough Council I lead a team of four friendly and
professional EHCP Coordinators in the ‘Assessment Hub’, and our primary focus
is to support young people and families through the Statutory Assessment
process for EHCPs. From the outset this road can often appear long, unclear
and often feel like a mountain to climb, but my team are there every step of
the way to help guide and support with the process. One of our primary
mantras here at Swindon is Co-production, and this means that we actively
listen to the voices expressed by children and young people, families and
professionals during every step of the way and put these at the centre of
everything we do.

Upon referral into our service, our EHCP Coordinators will be there to answer any
questions that you may have and guide you through the process. We aim to
get back to you by your preferred contact method as quickly as possible!

You can get to know more members of the SEND Service and view their 'All
About Me' profiles, on the Meet the SEND Service page.

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/what-is-the-local-offer-landing-and-content-pages/meet-the-send-service/


World Braille Day - 4th January 2022

Teaching and Learning of Braille in
Swindon.

The Swindon Vision Support Service provide direct teaching of Braille to Blind
and Severely Sight Impaired students in mainstream settings. Braille is a unique
system of raised dots that can be read by touch.

Prior to introducing Braille, work is done with Pre-School children to strengthen
their f ingers and develop sensitivity in their f ingertips in order to make them
‘Braille Ready’. For children with signif icant physical or cognition and learning
needs, Braille is unlikely to be appropriate.

Braille lessons are generally, carried out weekly via face-to-face lessons,
although during COVID times, the team has had to be more creative with their
delivery. Tasks have been sent via email and responses have been
photographed/ f ilmed and sent back to the Team to review and give feedback.
The team try to make the teaching and learning of Braille fun and relevant to
the individual. Teaching is delivered through a range of activities to develop
Braille skills in both reading and writing. For example: investigations-spotting
contractions in words, spotting where contractions have been missed, reading



food packaging ,transcribing and Brailling short texts, following Braille clues to
guess ‘What is in the box’, Braille art and more recently through Braille Apps.
Braille Art is a great way of practising the use of contractions in a fun and more
abstract manner.

Learning Braille means that blind and visually impaired students can enjoy
reading for life. In particular, learning Braille from a young age helps with
literacy, as Braille is a much better way to understand punctuation, grammar
and spelling than through audio means.

The two most common forms of Braille are Grade 1 and Grade 2 , or
uncontracted and contracted Braille. Uncontracted Braille, Grade 1, or
Alphabetic Braille is the most basic form of Braille. This is found on labelling and
signage as it makes it more accessible to all. In addition, there is technical and
computer Braille. This is introduced by the team in a timely manner,
throughout the relevant stages of our students education.

Students, who use Braille as their main text access and production, need lesson
resources adapting and their work transcribing, as their teachers and peer are
generally not familiar with Braille. Specialist Vision Support Teaching Assistants
(VSTAs) generally carry out this work, but use is also made of assistive
technology to turn large bodies of electronic text into Braille. Use of devices
such as the Braille Note Touch, which turns a student’s Braille into text on a
screen as well as displaying it on a Braille display, enable better inclusion in
lessons.

Updates this month on the SEND Local
Offer



The Local Offer is being updated all the time, it can be quite hard to know what
information is on the Local Offer from week to week.

Here is an update on what is new and updated on the Local Offer this month.

The new DCO, Liz Jarvis, has provided an update for the Designated
Medical/Clinical Off icer page. The DCO plays a key role in implementing
and embedding the SEND responsibilities for health and supporting joined
up working between health services, local authorities and other SEND
partners. The DCO provides a point of contact for local authorities,
schools and colleges seeking health information or queries about health
provision for children and young people with SEND. For more information
visit the Local Offer page where you can also view Designated
Medical/Clinical Off icer Revised Handbook.

Updated Early Help Assessment processes and documentation to ref lect
the ongoing digitisation of the early help service. Documents are on the
Early Help Assessment (record) and Plan page.

Koala’s has had a change in provision name. Koala’s have now changed to
Explorers. Explorers provides support information and advice to families
who have children with SEND. It also provides early education to the
children, supporting them to meet their individual needs and prepare
them for their transition to school. Explorers is now managed by Nicola
Hollingsworth. New Contact email:
SpecialistEarlyYearsCentre@swindon.gov.uk.

The Hungry Little Minds campaign provides lots of simple tips and
activities that you can slot into your routine and that children love.
For more information please visit the Hungry Little Minds page on the
Local Offer.

Helpful links

The Local Offer

Meet the SEND Service

If  you would like to give feedback on the Local Offer please click here

Swindon Borough Council

https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/health-landing-pages-and-content-pages/designated-medicalclinical-officer/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/early-help-landing-and-content-pages/early-help-assessment-record-and-plan/
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/directory/providerdetails/218535
mailto:SpecialistEarlyYearsCentre@swindon.gov.uk.
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/education/hungry-little-minds/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/home/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/what-is-the-local-offer-landing-and-content-pages/meet-the-send-service/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/communication/sitefeedback
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