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The Local Offer: What it is and how can it help me?
When: Monday 15th November @13:00-14:00
What's it about?: This online session is about how you can
access the information and services available in Swindon
and how we can make this information more accessible.
Who's presenting: Andrew Myrie and Catherine Jones
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Helping you to help your child manage anxieties/worries
When: Tuesday 16th November @ 11:30-12:30 and Friday
19th November @ 11:30-12:30
What's it about?: the aim of this online session is to help you
to help your child to manage anxiety and worries along with
a question and answer session.
Who's presenting: Barnardo's Mental Health Support Team
(MHST)
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

This November, the Council is hosting its annual Local Offer event, this
time with a two week virtual Local Offer Big Fortnight (LOBF2021) from
15-26 November 2021.

Below are the events you can now sign up to attend, more will be available in the next week. Please see the Local Offer Big
Fortnight page here for more events when they become available.

SIAS – The SEND information, advice and support service – 
How can we help?
When: Wednesday 17th November 16:30-17:30 and Friday
26th November @ 11:30-12:30
What's it about?: An online information session about SIAS,
the SEND information advice and support service – who we
are, what we do and how we can help families, children and
young people with SEND.
We will give information on SEND support, EHCPs,
mediations and tribunals and also have time for questions to
be asked. Please be aware that this is a public session, so
any questions asked during it will not be confidential.
Who's presenting: Freyr Bendleton.
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Swindon Neurodevelopmental Conditions (NDC) Pathway
update and Q&A session
When: Thursday 18th November 10:00-11:00 and Monday
22nd November 13:00-14:00
What's it about?: Aim of the online session is to provide an
update on the progress of the NDC pathway so far and
ongoing developments and improvements along with
question and answer session.
Who's presenting: Dr Teresa Carter, Community Paediatrician
and Amy Smith, BSW CCG Programme
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Understanding Educational Psychology Assessments
When: Thursday 18th November @11:30-12:30
What's it about?: This online session will provide an overview
of the types of assessments that Educational Psychologists
may use when working with teachers, parents, or young
people. It will provide information on what assessments are
available, how the assessments are administered, and what
information is gained from the assessments. There will be
some time for questions and answers.
Who's presenting: Matt Baker and Peter Dunning 
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Routes to Apprenticeships
When: Thursday 18th November @ 13:00-13:30
What's it about?: this online session will provide information
on the various routes to apprenticeships, including where to
find vacancies and support available.
Who's presenting: Morag Sullivan
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Practical strategies and approaches to promote school
attendance
When: Tuesday 23rd November @ 10:00 -11:30
What's it about?: Online presentation outlining the key points
from recent research and literature about the causes of
school non-attendance and an overview of the practical
strategies and approaches we can use to support children
and young people to attend school.
Who's presenting: Jaime Rowley
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-local-offer-what-it-is-and-how-can-it-help-me-tickets-192290816007
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/helping-you-to-help-your-child-manage-anxietiesworries-tickets-192297716647
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sias-the-send-information-advice-and-support-service-how-can-we-help-tickets-192367796257
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swindon-neurodevelopmental-conditions-ndc-pathway-update-and-qa-session-tickets-193510614457
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-educational-psychology-assessments-tickets-193518588307
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/routes-to-apprenticeships-tickets-193475148377
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/routes-to-apprenticeships-tickets-193475148377
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/practical-strategies-and-approaches-to-promote-school-attendance-tickets-196457398367
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School Travel Assistance on the Local Offer
When: Wednesday 24th November @11:30-
12:30
What's it about?: This online event will inform
parent/carers on the resources available on the
Local Offer website that will help you apply for
school travel assistance, who is eligible and the
different options of travel assistance available.
Who's presenting: Roger Haworth
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite
link.

Let’s talk money: where to keep it, how to get it and where to spend it
When: Wednesday 24th November @16:30-17:30
What's it about?: Managing money can be challenging whoever we are. Join
John and Lucy for a session where we will discuss with you ways to build
your financial resilience in uncertain times. We will discuss things such as
opening bank accounts, claiming benefits and managing budgets.
Who's presenting: John Bristow and Lucy MacIntosh, Citizens Advice
Bureau
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

For more events, please visit the Local Offer Big Fortnight 2021 page on the
Local Offer.

Dyslexia Awareness Week (5-11th October)
Unfortunately, as October was been such a busy month, we missed Dyslexia Awareness Week. But that doesn't mean we can't
celebrate it now. Below are a just a few of the amazing resources available on Dyslexia for Swindon residents.

What is Dyslexia? The NHS website  states that Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that can affect certain abilities used for
reading, writing and spelling. But unlike learning disabilities, intelligence is not affected.

The British Disability Association say that everyone's experience of dyslexia is unique. People's experience of dyslexia can
range from mild to severe, and it can co-occur with other learning differences.

They say that dyslexia is a neurological difference and it is important to remember that there are positives to thinking
differently. Many dyslexic people show strengths in areas such as reasoning and in visual and creative fields.

For more information please click on the YouTube video called See Dyslexia differently, which seeks to pre-empt
misconceptions among young audiences by shedding light on the real challenges dyslexic children face whilst also
acknowledging their strengths and potential.

Below are some other resources you might find useful:

Swindon Libraries stock a wide selection of Barrington Stoke books that are specifically designed for dyslexic readers. You
can search their extensive catalogue and find further information about these books at the publishers website.

The Local Offer has a range of resources and services that deal with dyslexia in the service directory.

The Annual SEND Survey 2021 is open (until end of November)
The annual SEND survey has been co-designed to ensure we have a way of annually measuring what professionals, parents
and young people think about SEND Services in Swindon.

Please fill out this 5 minute survey, to help us understand what has been working well over the past 12 months and what
could work better. 

To fill out the survey please click on the Annual SEND Survey 2021 link. 

What is Voluntary Action in Swindon?
When: Tuesday 23rd November @11:30-12:30
What's it about?: Voluntary Action Swindon supports local community and
voluntary groups across the borough - as well as coordinating campaigns
like the Swindon Equality Coalition and Swindon Wellbeing. Come along and
find out how VAS can support new and existing voluntary groups, and how
you can get involved.
Who's presenting: Jol Rose
To book on this session click on this Eventbrite link.

Local Offer Big Fortnight 
2021 continued.

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SENDAnnualSurvey2021/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/school-travel-assistance-on-the-local-offer-tickets-196486986867
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lets-talk-money-where-to-keep-it-how-to-get-it-and-where-to-spend-it-tickets-196613665767
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/lobf2021
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dyslexia/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dyslexia/
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11r7CFlK2sc&t=5s
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/health-landing-pages-and-content-pages/health-needs/attention-and-concentration-adhd-main-menu/
https://swindon.spydus.co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/ENQ/WPAC/BIBENQ?ENTRY=Barrington+Stoke&ENTRY_NAME=BS&ENTRY_TYPE=K&SORTS=SQL_REL_BIB&GQ=Barrington+Stoke&NRECS=20&QRY=&QRYTEXT=
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/health-landing-pages-and-content-pages/health-needs/attention-and-concentration-adhd-main-menu/
https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/health-landing-pages-and-content-pages/health-needs/attention-and-concentration-adhd-main-menu/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/Search/SearchResults?new=True&query=DYSLEXIA
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/SENDAnnualSurvey2021/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/what-is-voluntary-action-in-swindon-tickets-196473115377

