
The Aiming High Team provide opportunities for children and
young people with disabilities to enjoy social and leisure activities
outside of school hours, whilst giving parents and carers a short
break from caring. This is sometimes called ‘short breaks’. Aiming
High is for children and young people with disabilities up to their
18th birthday.

All local authorities must have a Short Breaks Statement to explain
the range of short break services provided in the area, any criteria
and how services are designed to meet the needs of carers.
Swindon's Short Breaks Statement is due for review. We have been
working with Swindon SEND Families Voice to review the Aiming
High service. Now we want to make sure you have the chance to
give your views. 

Have your say: You can view and respond to the consultation here.

For more information and to view the dates of the virtual events,
please visit the Local Offer here.
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C lick here to view the Preparing For Adulthood
Transition Roadshow 2021 (Promo 1) -
YouTube video

Click here to view the Swindon Local Offer for
more information, including links to stallholders
from previous Roadshows. 

Preparing for Adulthood
Transitions Roadshow is 
back!!

To speak to a member of SEND service, please
call 01793 464641 (telephone lines are open
Monday to Thursday 8am - 5pm and 8am -
4.30pm Friday) or email SENAT@swindon.gov.uk.

SEND Service contact details

Swindon Borough Council working with
Swindon SEND Families Voice 

Following feedback received from parents,
families of Children and Young People
waiting to be seen by the Community
Paediatric in Swindon, who were referred
between April 2018 and March 2019 will be
contacted by one of the specialist nurses in
the community team in the coming weeks,
commencing April 6th.  

This is to check if the assessment is still
needed and whether parents are aware of
resources available through the Early Help
Hub. The call will allow us to ensure parents
are aware of the resources available while
their child is on the wait list.

Community Paediatric in
Swindon

https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/what-is-the-local-offer-landing-and-content-pages/aiming-high-consultation-2021/
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/35179/send-panel-webinar-for-parents-and-carers-swindon-families-002.pptx
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/aiminghigh/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/what-is-the-local-offer-landing-and-content-pages/aiming-high-consultation-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x45Nu6NbPzk
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/preparing-for-adult-life-landing-and-content-pages/preparing-for-adulthood-transition-roadshow/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/preparing-for-adult-life-landing-and-content-pages/preparing-for-adulthood-transition-roadshow/
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/preparing-for-adult-life-landing-and-content-pages/preparing-for-adulthood-transition-roadshow/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x45Nu6NbPzk
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/preparing-for-adult-life-landing-and-content-pages/preparing-for-adulthood-transition-roadshow/
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/aiminghigh/
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An Evaluation of the Emotional Literacy Support Assistant
Programme (ELSA) 

The impact of the ELSA training and supervision
programme in Swindon (2018-2020) has been evaluated
by the Educational Psychology Service; exploring the
confidence of ELSAs to meet the emotional literacy needs
of children and young people as well as the impact of
ELSA on pupil outcomes.

To explore the impact of the ELSA training on the
confidence of ELSAs.
To explore the impact of the ELSA intervention on
children and young people’s emotional wellbeing and
mental health.
To specifically consider the impact of ELSA on the
outcomes of Children Looked After (CLA). 

The ELSA intervention was originally developed to support
children and young people’s social, emotional and mental
health needs through developing their emotional literacy.
ELSA was initiated in Swindon by a multi-agency mental
health group and was introduced by the Educational
Psychology Service to address specific challenges facing
the council and to target health and educational
outcomes.
 
The aims this evaluation were threefold:

A mixed methods approach was adopted to explore these
research questions, comprising of the Strengths and
Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ), a qualitative ELSA
questionnaire and a telephone interview focused on a
case study. The main findings of the evaluation are
presented below.

The ELSA programme positively affects ELSAs’
confidence to meet the emotional literacy needs of
children and young people. 

Both ELSA training and ELSA supervision provided by the
Educational Psychology Service (EPS) supported feelings of
confidence in this area. ELSA training provided ELSAs with
increased knowledge and experience alongside useful
resources and strategies. ELSA supervision provided
opportunities for peer learning within a supportive and
understanding environment. 

The ELSA programme was perceived by ELSAs to lead to
positive outcomes for both individual pupils and school
systems. 

At the individual pupil level, data from the SDQ indicated a
reduction in a range of emotional, conduct, hyperactive and peer
problems and an increase in prosocial behaviours. Data from
ELSA questionnaires highlighted positive changes to pupil’s
emotional literacy and regulation, social skills, engagement in
learning and wellbeing. The case study highlighted positive
outcomes related to communication skills, relationships with
peers and staff and emotional regulation. Positive outcomes
relating to school systems included the establishment of
dedicated emotional literacy spaces and resources, and an
increase in staff awareness relating to the importance of
emotional literacy. 

ELSAs reported a range of positive outcomes relating to the
emotional wellbeing and mental health of CLA. 

These positive outcomes included enhanced social
relationships, improvements in emotional regulation, increased
resilience, confidence and improved attention and
concentration.
In summary, the findings from this evaluation, suggest that
ELSA training and supervision increases ELSA confidence and
that the ELSA intervention programme has a positive impact on
a range of outcomes for pupils (including CLA) and school
systems. A full version of this evaluation report can be viewed
here: ELSA Impact Report.

by Swindon Educational Psychology Service. 

A letter to young people
from Gavin Williamson MP,
Secretary of State for
Education
For those of you working directly with children and young people,
please see the following blog post published on the 26th March on the
DfE website. Gavin Williams has written an open letter to children and
young people thanking them for what they have done this past year.

To view the letter please click here.

https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/35258/elsa-research-impact-report-002.docx
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/media/35258/elsa-research-impact-report-002.docx
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/26/a-letter-to-young-people-from-gavin-williamson-mp-secretary-of-state-for-education/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/26/a-letter-to-young-people-from-gavin-williamson-mp-secretary-of-state-for-education/

