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Co-production with children and families is a term to describe true co-partnership 
between those who use services and those who deliver services. The following  
boxes give examples of practical exercises you can do with children and families to 
support co-production of services. Whilst some take prior planning, some may be 
used more spontaneously to gather children and families views.

Further information: 
https://localoffer.swindon.gov.uk/content/send-
local-offer/landing-pages/your-voice-landing-
and-content-pages/participation-of-children-
and-young-people/

Photography may be used to allow children and families to express their 

voices and opinions. It is especially useful with people who struggle with 

verbal communication. You could ask for photos of neighbourhood issues 

such as litter, graffiti, vandalism. In schools or health settings children and 

families can identify favourite spaces as well as places of concern. 

Graffiti walls may be used to allow children and families to express 

their views on a given subject. Put a large white sheet, or rolls of plain 

wallpaper out on the floor or on a wall, with paint, pens, etc, to draw 

with. It allows creative expression with use of colour, doodles, 

drawings, mind-maps and illustrations as well as words. 

Story-telling works particularly well with young children and children 

who prefer more creative methods of discussion. Take children on a 

journey through a pre-planned social story with visual aids, eg: hand 

puppets, illustrations, props, and ask them questions at various parts 

of the story. It works even better if the children make the puppets and 

props in craft sessions in the weeks before the story-telling events.

Agree/Disagree may be used with children and families to express their 

opinion on a range of suggested ideas. Prepare questions on the suggested 

ideas, and get people to vote on each by laying down an ‘agree’ or ‘disagree’ 

card for each question.  It also gives a visual example of how democracy works 

and can be used in group inductions for employees of service providers. The 

questions need to be sufficiently explained for informed choice in voting.

Emoji faces or expressional faces, printed out on card can 

be used to support expression of feelings and opinions by 

children who struggle with verbal communication. It can 

work especially well with Early Years aged children, and 

children with SEND. Questions need to be well thought out 

in advance to gain preferences of children.

Video Booths work well with children, and can allow free 

expression on a given subject without adult influence. Set up a 

video booth using stacked tables and a dark curtain. Put a chair in, 

and record children’s answers to particular issues. Remember to 

seek parental permission to record children’s views.
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