
 

 

 

Pre-key Stage Standards 

 

The pre-key stage standards are one of the recommendations of the Rochford 

Review and through DfE trials in the academic year 2017-18, these have been 

reviewed, improved and extended to be more inclusive and provide a clear 

pathway of progression onto national curriculum tests, if and when students are 

ready.  They are statutory for use at the end of Year 2 and Year 6 for those 

who have not completed the relevant programme of study. 

Please note that these are only to be used for summative assessment at the end 

of a Key Stage. They are only to be used from September 2018 – the interim 

standards must be used for this academic year.  It is important that these pre-

key stage standards do not form a curriculum in the way some schools used p-

scales.  The standards are not a formative assessment tool: they should not be 

used to track progress throughout the key stage or to guide individual 

programmes of study, classroom practice or methodology. Teachers should 

assess individual pieces of pupils’ work in line with their school’s own, more 

detailed, assessment policy and not against these standards. Those reviewing 

school performance, including Ofsted inspectors, would not expect them to 

be used for anything other than summative assessment at the end of the 

key stage.  

At the end of KS1 students are assessed against Standards 1-4 and at the end 

of KS2, Standards 1-4 as above + working towards and working at the expected 

standard.  They must meet ALL of the statements within a standard – guidance 

differs slightly for writing – please read guide which accompanies the pre-key 

stage standards. 

The ‘Pupil can’ statements can be used as a common language for moderation at 

any age and stage; including in secondary schools, but there is no statutory 

requirement to do so.  It is, however, good practice for schools to ensure that 

judgements made using the pre-key stage standards are, as far as possible, 

moderated internally and with other schools. This will quality assure teachers’ 

judgements and provide a valuable opportunity for professional development.  
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Benefits 

 An inclusive system. 

 They have been extended to include all students engaged in subject 

specific learning (those working below the level of the pre-key stage 

standards will continue to be assessed using p-scales for the academic 

year 2018-19). 

 Allows for ease of measuring and continuity across different educational 

settings, allowing for well-supported movement between those settings 

where necessary or appropriate. 

 Development of shared good practice between settings. 

 Will allow moderation using a common language between schools. 

 Clear pathway of progression onto national curriculum tests if and when 

students are ready. 

 Statutory assessment in the three core areas of reading, writing and 

maths as per statutory national assessment for the large majority of 

primary school pupils. 

 

Areas for consideration 

• Judgements made against these new standards will not be directly 

comparable to those made in previous years against the interim pre-key 

stage standards and P scales. 
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