
 

Engagement for Learning/ 

the ‘7 Aspects of Cognition and Learning’  

“Without engagement, there is no deep learning” (Hargreaves, 

2006), “effective teaching, meaningful outcome, real attainment 

or quality progress” (Carpenter, 2010). 

What is Engagement for Learning? 

The engagement for learning approach can be used with all students in any 

setting, with any need, at any age. 

Barry Carpenter’s Engagement for Learning approach is one way of developing 

and monitoring the 7 aspects of cognition and learning. 

Where progress is unable to be measured with the usual systems, Engagement 

for Learning is an excellent approach and alternative assessment tool to engage 

students in their learning outcomes. 

The Engagement for Learning Framework was developed with educators for 

educators through the CLDD Research Project (2009-2011) convened and 

directed by Professor Barry Carpenter (Carpenter et al., 2011, 2015). The 

Engagement for Learning resources were developed and trialled both nationally 

and internationally. 

What are the 7 Aspects of Cognition and Learning? 

The Rochford Review (2016) made a recommendation for a statutory duty to 

assess pupils not engaged in subject-specific learning against the following 7 

aspects of cognition and learning and report this to parents and carers: 

 responsiveness 

 curiosity 

 discovery 

 anticipation 

 persistence 

 initiation 

 investigation 
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It recommended that schools should decide their own approach to making these 

assessments according to the curriculum they use and the needs of their pupils.  

There is currently a national pilot of the 7 areas of cognition and learning 

underway to explore whether they are appropriate for use in statutory 

assessment and the Government will release their final response for 

implementation from September 2019.  Please note that P-scales P4 and 

below remain statutory until that time. 

 

How does the Engagement for Learning approach work? 

Engagement for Learning uses a process of enquiry into the personalisation of 

learning in relation to a pupil’s idiosyncratic SEND profile, enabling teachers to 

track even the smallest rates of pupil attainment, using a powerful, evidence 

based approach. 

It comprises of the ‘engagement profile’ which details what the learner looks 

like on an ‘engaged activity’.  This can be scored using the process below to 

indicate their optimum engagement score for them as an individual as a baseline 

and target for future interventions.   
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Their engagement is measured using the 7 aspects of cognition and learning as 

detailed above (these are not hierarchical).   

The ‘engagement scales’ are an observational tool where each indicator can be 

scored and then a combined total engagement score can then be calculated.   

 

 

This data can then converted into a graph to show the progress over time.  E.g. 
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Using an app for Engagement for Learning 

We recommend combining the video evidence with electronic assessment on an 

app to make the Engagement for Learning process more manageable in the 

classroom.  The examples below are using the Evidence for Learning app (for 

further information, see summary within this basketful). 
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Key Recommendations 

 Consistency of team scoring is crucial. 

 Time needs to be factored in for baselining and ongoing discussions. 

 It is important to capture video evidence for validation of judgements – 

internally and externally. 

 Ensure you capture interventions and impact to continually inform that 

assess, plan, do, review cycle. 

 You could trial peer ratings of engagement. 

Benefits 

 An enquiry tool – great for problem solving and supporting children 

achieve their potential. 

 Can help analyse pupil progress in any developmental or curriculum related 

aspect of improvement. 

 Learner focused. 

 Can be used with any learner irrespective of age, need or setting. 

 Research has found that engagement is a strong predictor of subject 

specific learning. 

 Ideal for assessing pupils who do not find linear progression easy because 

the data readily exemplifies rates of lateral progress. 

 Can be a focus for learning walks. 

 

Factors for Consideration 

 Investment of time. 

 Subjectivity. 

 Management on a large scale in the classroom. 
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Sources of further information 

http://engagement4learning.com/ 

Pam Keppie at Uplands pmather@uplands.swindon.sch.uk. 

Claire Owens at Red Oaks cowens@redoaks.swindon.sch.uk.  

Upcoming training: Building on from Barry’s keynote speeches at the Swindon 

SENCo Conference in November 2017, the Local Authority plan to run a training 

course with Barry Carpenter OBE, PhD, next year on the ‘7 Areas of 

Engagement’ and ‘Engagement for Learning’; once the DfE have made their final 

recommendations for implementation in September 2019 for pupils not engaged 

in subject specific learning.  Further details will be advertised on Schools Online 

and circulated to schools. 

Carpenter, B., Egerton, J., Cockbill, B., Bloom, T., 

Fotheringham, J and Rawson, H. (2015) Engaging 

Learners with Complex Learning Difficulties and 

Disabilities. Abingdon: Routledge.  Please note that this 

book is available to borrow from the Complex Needs SRP 

at Red Oaks as it is a RIG central resource. 
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