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School setting/context 
 
Brimble Hill is a school for students with severe or profound and multiple learning 
difficulties (SLD/PMLD) aged 2-11 years.  Attainment on entry for all our pupils is well below 
the national average where the majority of pupils operate at the lower end of P-levels. We 
believe that the characteristics within the EYFS curriculum create the backbone of our 
curriculum. The stages within child development focuses our teaching practice and builds 
the necessary skills for engagement within education, whilst building the confidence and 
resilience to be independent as possible.  
 

Assessment overview pre Rochford Review 
 
Brimble Hill applies the National Progression Guidance to measure our pupils’ progress and 
set challenging targets. We then apply our very high expectations in making judgements 
about pupil progress overall.  
 
We use an internet based platform called ‘Solar’ to record our information and we ask our 
staff to make sure that a skill is generalised in different settings with different groups of 
adults or peers before it is classified as mastered. We use records of achievements and 
learning journeys to collate yearly progress in either the EYFS or P-level subjects.   

For those pupils where P-levels have not been an effective way of assessing, we have the 
use of MAPP and Routes for Learning to demonstrate where progress is occurring. We have 
reported P levels and conducted moderations within our network of Brimble, Red Oaks, 
Chalet and Uplands to validate our thoughts; however, the nature of our curriculum does 
not put the descriptors as the only focus.  Annual Review and more recently EHCP goals 
have played more of an important part of developing our students and is what we report 
back to parents through our annual reviews, parents’ meetings and end of year reports.  

Why was there a need for change for the setting? 
 
We have always respected the purpose of showing progress through P-levels; however, we 
have felt that it is something we have to do rather than what our children need. With the 
Rochford Review we have used the opportunity to refocus how we assess and create a 
profiling tool which uses the EYFS characteristics as a back bone, whilst using other 
curriculum and assessment tools like ‘Intensive Interaction’, ‘Routes for Learning’ and play 
based skills to provide a robust tool that shows ‘what we know now’.  

 

What are the aims of your school assessment? 
 
The profiling tool aims to give a fair representation of where a child is at that moment of 
time, using child development as its focus. This information will feed into Education Health 
and Care Plans, Individual Educational Plans and other target setting based documentations, 
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where gaps our within all areas of development. The tool will not be used to create data 
tracking. Progress will be discussed in a summative way using evidence collated in learning 
journeys via pupil progress meetings or end of year moderations.  
 

Overview of assessment tools used and how 
 

 Used throughout the year. 

 Taken to 3 yearly cycle of internal and external moderations. 

 Used within teaching and learning quality assurance. 

 Evidence used within parents’ meetings. 

 EHCP reviews. 

 End of year reports. 
 

What does assessment look like in the classroom? 
 
                                                                      Paper based document linked with Learning         
                                                                      Journeys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also electronic recorded using Solar web platform 

 
 

How do you ensure personalisation of progression for each child? 
 
The triangulation of curriculum, assessment profile collection and quality assurance within 
teaching and learning ensures that personalisation is at the centre of what we do. Using the 
principles of the early years curriculum allows teachers and staff to understand the gaps 
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within each pupil’s learning; building lesson objectives or EHCP goals dependent on the 
depth of challenge within the area of need.  
 

How are other professionals involved in assessment/target setting? 
 
EHCP goals are collated by all professionals that are involved in the pupils’ learning needs. 
These are discussed annually but also reported back three times a year through the IEP 
system embedded in the school which takes the EHCP goals and breaks them down into 
small steps if necessary.  
 

Moderation arrangements 
 
3 yearly internal and external moderations with 2 other special schools and 1 SRP. We will 
be developing this further dependent on the conclusion of pre key stage standards.  
 

Assessment Lead and contact details 
 
Gary Hinkley – Deputy Head Teacher 
Brimble Hill Special School 
North Swindon Learning Campus, Tadpole Lane, Swindon,SN25 2NB 
Telephone: (01793) 493900 
Email: ghinkley@brimblehill.swindon.sch.uk  
 
Note: if you would like to learn more about the school’s curriculum and assessment profiling 
tool, please contact me on the email above and we can arrange a time for you to visit.  
 

 

Links: 

www.brimblehill.swindon.sch.uk 

http://www.solarforschools.org.uk/ 
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